
Awarded …

National Medal of Science for
T. J. Marks

Among the recently announced recipi-
ents of the 2005 National Medal of

Science of the USA is the
chemist Tobin J. Marks
(Northwestern University,
Evanston, IL). The work of
the Marks group focuses of
four main points: 1) organo-
metallic complexes of early
transition metals and main
group reagents as electro-
philic polymerization cata-
lysts, 2) photonic materials
for OLEDs and nonlinear

optics, 3) metal–organic precursors for
chemical vapor deposition (MOCVD),
and 4) molecular electronics with
organic conductors and semiconductors.
Marks recently reported in Angewandte
Chemie on newmolecular precursors for
Cu2S formation.[1]

Marks studied at the University of
Maryland and received his PhD in 1970
from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology under the guidance of F. A.
Cotton. He then took up the position of
assistant professor at Northwestern Uni-
versity, where he remains to this day. He
is currently a Professor of Chemistry as
well as of Materials Science and Engi-
neering. He is a member of the National
Academy of Science (USA) and recip-
ient of the Karl Ziegler Medal of the
Gesellschaft Deutscher Chemiker
(German Chemical Society, 2003).

C. T. Walsh receives Goodman
Memorial Prize

Christopher T. Walsh (Harvard Univer-
sity) is the first recipient of the Murray

Goodman Memorial Award, sponsored
by the journal Biopolymers (Wiley), for
his seminal contributions to the under-
standing of the catalytic activity of
biopolymers of profound physiological
significance. Walsh studied biology at

Harvard College
(Cambridge, USA)
and completed his
PhD in the research
group of F. Lip-
mann at the Rock-
efeller University
in New York. He
carried out post-
doctoral research
from 1970 to 1972
with R. H. Abeles,
then took up a posi-

tion at Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (MIT, Cambridge, USA) to
study enzymatic reactions. Focal points
of his research included the design of
inhibitors and enzymatic catalysis of the
Baeyer–Villiger oxidation.[2a] After 15
years he left MIT to become Professor
of Biological Chemistry and Molecular
Pharmacology at Harvard Medical
School. There he investigates enzymes
of therapeutic relevance and the mech-
anism of action of antibiotics, such as
vancomycin. He recently discussed the
chemistry of proteome diversification in
Angewandte Chemie[2b] and reported in
ChemBioChem, for which he also serves
on the editorial board, on the enzymatic
dichlorination and bromination of a
threonyl-S-carrier protein.[2c]

… and announced

H. Schwarz will become president
of the Humboldt Foundation

On January 1, 2008, Helmut Schwarz
(Technische UniversitDt Berlin, TUB)
will become president of the Alexander
von Humboldt Foundation, initially for
a term of five years. The Humboldt
Foundation was established by the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany to promote
international research cooperation. The
first president of the Foundation, from
1953 until 1975, was Nobel laureate W.
Heisenberg. Schwarz is the successor to
German studies specialist W. FrEhwald.
He will remain vice-chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Fonds der

Chemischen Industrie, which supports
fundamental research, scientific devel-
opment, and chemistry studies, but will
step down as vice-president of the
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft
(German Research Foundation).

After training as a chemical techni-
cian, Schwarz remained true to TUB
despite numerous visiting appointments
in Great Britain, Switzerland, Israel,
France, Japan, and Australia. He
earned his doctorate and habilitation
under the guidance
of natural-products
chemist F. Bohl-
mann and is cur-
rently a professor
of Organic Chemis-
try. Schwarz is a
member of several
scientific academ-
ies and holds hono-
rary doctorates
from the Universi-
ties of Jerusalem
and Haifa. He has received many
awards, including the Otto Hahn
Award for Chemistry and Physics
(2003). His research is inextricably
linked to mass spectrometry and gas-
phase chemistry. As a physical organic
chemist, he is interested in the activation
of C�C and C�H bonds and the role of
metals in catalysis.[3a] He recently dis-
cussed gas-phase catalysis with atomic
and cluster metal ions in a review article
in Angewandte Chemie.[3b]
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